
FROM FR. CHRIS ALIMAJI’S DESK  
Reflections on Humility and Justice in Church Business  
 
New Year Resolution! At this time of the year much of what we talk about is New Year Resolution. The 
desire or quest to possess, to accumulate or to dominate is the reason for so much troubles and fights, 
wars and insurrections. The year 2023 has just begun. This first month is ending, but the year is just 
beginning. What is your quest for 2023? What are your plans that you are praying for? Your plans or my 
plans, our meeting resolutions in God’s Church, must not be for selfish interests. Rather, they must be for 
the glory of the Lord. 
 

To know or see what true humility and/or justice really means, let us look at today’s readings from 
Zephaniah 2:3; 3:12-13; 1 Corinthians 1:26-31, Matthew 5:1-12a and Psalm 146 for a song. As you listened 
to those readings, may I ask: are you praying for anything, seeking for anything, or hoping for anything? 
How are you going about them? How are you deciding or how have you decided to go about your desires, 
plans and real needs, important or very important needs this year? As I reflect with you on these, the 
Prophet Zephaniah has a blue print for us in this Frist Reading. The prophet is calling on us to put them in 
prayerful resolutions. That is what he means when he said: “Seek the Lord”. What else did he say? “Seek 
justice; and – “Seek humility” all you humble of the earth, because you observe or ought to observe the 
Lord’s law, day and night. While the proud and deceitful are planning on how to cheat and get richer, we 
are to draw closer to the Lord, and seek his ways, for his glory. The remnants shall take refuge in the Lord, 
shall speak no lies or have deceitful plans in in the way they go about doing business even in the house of 
the Lord. Why do some of us make plans to cheat, including to cheat in the house of the Lord, and think 
they would not be caught?  
 

The beatitudes we read from Matthew 5:1-12a, highlight the importance of being poor in spirt, being meek, 
being the peacemakers. These would be the result of our hunger and thirst for righteousness, which would 
crown our humble and truthful quests in the Lord’s business. To seek the way of the Lord is a prayerful 
exercise, spending good time in prayer. Those who do business in the Lord, not to cheat or to deceive, they 
shall rejoice and be glad for their great reward in heaven, (cf. Mt. 5:12; Ps. 146). That brings us to raise the 
question: What is your vocation, your calling in Christ? First Corinthians 1:26 asks us to reflect about it. 
What is your vocation in the Church, in your parish community? God chose the foolish of the world to 
shame the wise, to reduce to nothing those who think they are something. If you must boast for anything in 
your church, boast for your holiness and righteousness and truthfulness in all your doings. Let the Lord take 
the glory in your ministry, in your meetings, in your honest plans and resolutions for this year, so that we 
hear of goodness as resolutions coming out of your meetings this year. Therefore, “Whoever boasts, 
should boast in the Lord.” (1 Cor. 1:31). 


